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This edition of our Newsletter provides feedback on the “Spring Festival” held 

over the week-end of 20 to 22 September in De Rust. 

 

Official Opening – Friday Evening 20 September 

The De Rust & Meiringspoort Spring Festival was opened with an Art 

Exhibition located in the section of the building behind De Rust Tourism.  This 

was particularly well attended and it was amazing to see both the quality and 

range of art forms produced locally in the Village. This extended from paintings 

to pottery, glass art and needlework among others.  

   

 
 

Some of the Paintings on Display  



Saturday 20 September 

The following morning there were stalls set up outside a number of 

the buildings in the Main Street with various interesting items 

available for sale. The Art Exhibition was also open to visitors.  

 
Stalls set up outside a number of the Local Shops 

 

In addition short rides on the local horse trap from Blomnek were 

also available for visitors. 

  

 
Taking a Trip down the Main Street in De Rust 

 



Horse Trail at Doornkraal 

Other activities included a well attended Horse Trail with Celia Le 

Roux at Doornkraal and the Birding Group went to Meiringspoort.    

 

 
Horse Trail at Doornkraal and Birding Group to Meiringspoort 

 

Saturday Evening Music in Meiringspoort 

 
Music in the Meiringspoort Ampitheatre with Jaco 

At 17h00 Festival goers were entertained by Jaco Kriek our local 

Optometrist from Oudtshoorn who provided a full variety of 

saxophone music which was both entertaining and impressive.   

In addition to the music a range of complimentary refreshments 

was available courtesy of Swepie Le Roux from Domein Doornkraal. 



 

Following the recital the crowd then moved on to Meijersrust Guest 

Farm for typical Klein Karoo country fare prepared and served by 

Sjaan and Hein van Tonder from the “Red Donkey” in De Rust.  

 

Donations in cash and kind were made in terms of a Rooibok and 

Springbok as well two lambs and pork roasts plus various cash 

donations from a wide variety of donors.  Sincere thanks to all.   

 

 
Dinner Scene at Meijersrust Guest Farm 

 

Sunday 22 September 

On Sunday morning there was a “Special Spring Festival Church 

Service” at the NG Kerk in De Rust to wind up the Spring Festival 

events. Dominee Wian Vos from George, a previous old boy of De 

Rust High, inspired those at the service including all those who 

attended the De Rust High School Reunion over the week-end.   



 
 

Final Conclusions & Thanks 

This concluded the Festival activities for the inaugural De Rust and 

Meiringspoort Spring Festival which will hopefully be repeated in 

years to come as a regular annual event.   

 

We also wish to take this opportunity to thank the organisers of the 

Inaugural  Spring Festival, Willie Immelman and Callie Burger for all 

the time and effort they spent in putting together such a successful 

event. Sincere thanks also to Barry Meijer for allowing the Festival to 

utilise his facility for the evening function following the saxophone 

music event in Meiringspoort.   

 

In addition, a special thank you to all the volunteers and donors 

without whom it would not have been possible to stage the Festival 

so successfully.  Thank you all – it was greatly appreciated and we 

hope you enjoyed the experience and believe the effort worthwhile.   

 

Finally, we hope you are ready for the 120th Anniversary Festival 

celebrating the Founding of De Rust to be held in 2020.  

 

De Rust 

23 September, 2019 


