
“The De Rust Historical Walk” 
 

The Village of De Rust has a large number of historical “Heritage” 
buildings which were built at the turn of the 20th Century. Many of these 
properties have been restored to their former glory and for visitors to 
the Village who are interested, walking tours can be arranged through 
De Rust Heritage.  

The route for the walking tour begins at the original “Voelgesang” 
farmstead where the “Old Mill” is situated then proceeding through the 
Village, ending at Vredelus farmstead. This farmhouse was also part of 
the original De Rust farm which now also comprises the Village of De 
Rust – see website for further details www.derustheritage.org.za 
including a map of the Village and the various properties with some 
background of the original families.  

 

The Old Mill was built in the mid-1800’s prior to the Village being established. It 
continued to operate into the mid-1940’s but has subsequently fallen into disrepair. This 
is a protected Provincial Heritage building and deserves to be fully restored to a working 
mill providing the required funds can be raised. 
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The Village Church was built in the early 1900’s and consecrated in 1902 and is also a 
declared Provincial Heritage Site. The church is the centre of many community based 
events including theatrical and sporting codes such as the popular Meiringspoort Half 
Marathon and Trail and Mountain Bike Events. It is a particularly pleasing building and is 
well preserved by the local community. 

 

Vredelus Farmhouse 
was one of the first 
farmhouses in the area 
and in the early days 
before the church was 
built church services 
were held under the 
trees at the homestead. 
In addition, the graves 
of some of the earliest 
owners of the farm De 
Rust are buried in the 
family graveyard close 
to the house. 
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The Graveyard at Vredelus 
Plaas: The graves of P. J. 
Meiring and his wife 
Catherina Helena nee’ 
Geldenhuys as well as and 
that of S.D.P. le Roux in the 
private graveyard at 
Vredelus Plaas. This farm 
was previously the part of the 
original farm De Rust in the 
early days and is still farmed 
by the descendants of the 
original Schoeman Family. 

House on Corner of Le Roux and Hoop Streets: This house was originally built as a 
townhouse by one of the prominent farming families in the De Rust area. It is one of the 
“Grand Dames” of the Village and currently requires some major renovations to bring it 
back to its former glory. The house is built on Erf 101 with the adjoining Erf 102 being 
part of the property but with separate title. 
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“Ou Lokasie” was originally where many of the farm labourers lived prior to the 
establishment of Blomnek in the early 1980’s when the Schoeman family exchanged a 
portion of their farm where Blomnek is now situated, in exchange for the ground at “Ou 
Lokasie”. 

Proceeds from the “Village Tour” will be used to develop a better understanding 
of the history of the Village within the larger De Rust community as well as for 
visitors to the Village. In addition, it is intended to, as far as possible, encourage 
local residents to conduct the walking tours as part of a “Heritage Community 
Upliftment Program” including Blomnek residents. 

Additional information is available on www.derustheritage.org.za including 
photographs of the sites identified above plus other sites not included.    
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