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September Newsletter # 9/2019 

“Special Spring Festival Edition” 
 

This month we are focusing our attention on the inaugural “De Rust 

& Meiringspoort Festival” which is being held over the week-end of 

20 to 22 September.  Our heritage includes the issue of preserving 

and restoring our environment for future generations. 

 

Issues of culture and past histories of those who are long gone are 

included in the above and as the current custodians of our world we 

are all equally responsible in ensuring we leave our communities 

and environment in a better place than found it.  

 

De Rust and the Environment 

De Rust is situated in a valley at the en-

trance to Meiringspoort being part of 

the Swartberg Nature Reserve which is 

a World Heritage site. The area is re-

nowned for its wide variety of flora and 

fauna including the hardy pelargonium 

which was first discovered in Meiringspoort and then exported to Eu-

rope in the 1800’s where it became a favourite bloom. 



 

 

In addition De Rust is ideally situated from an eco-tourism perspec-

tive in order to be able to reach Prince Albert, the Swartberg Pass, 

Oudtshoorn and other places of interest in the Klein Karoo.   

 

Climate 

Winters are cold at night but with beautiful mild sunny days which 

are ideal for outdoor activities.  Summers are hot – particularly in 

January and February but with beautiful evenings. The weather is 

generally dry but with occasional short sharp thunder storms in 

summer and winter rains from cold fronts coming in from the west.  

    

The Flora 

The flora is varied with par-

ticular reference to succulents 

which thrive in this climate. In 

addition, the “Spring Flowers” 

in this part of the Klein Karoo 

are an outstanding feature in 

August and September of each 

year. However, all seasons are 

part of the Cape Flora array.  

 

 

The Fauna 

The fauna are also very varied including large and small buck varie-

ties, the Cape tortoise and of course the birds. The wide variety of 

birds make this a favourite area for keen birders.  

 

For more information on the flora and fauna we suggest you visit our 

website www.derustheritage.org.za for additional details. 

 

http://www.derustheritage.org.za/


 

 

The Program 

The inaugural 2019 “De Rust & 

Meiringspoort Festival” will be 

taking place over the long week-

end of 20 to 22 September and it is 

anticipated that this will become 

an annual event.   

 

Friday 20 September 

The Festival will commence on the evening of Friday 20 with a wel-

coming address and Art Exhibition by local artists for visitors and ex-

hibitors including a welcoming drink. There are a variety of talented 

artists in De Rust who will be exhibiting their work.  

 

Saturday 21 September 

The day starts with a Morning Market in the Main 

Street with stalls set up outside the various shops 

and other businesses. The Art Exhibition with local 

artists will also be open and will continue until 

mid-afternoon.   
 

In addition there are the following attractions: 

 09h00 - Birders Walk: This will start at the 

Tourist Centre in the Main Street and will be 

hosted by the De Rust Birders 

 11h30 - Visit to De Rust Koppie: A guided 

tour of the Koppie and the various plants to be found there.  

 Other options include “A Walk in the Swartberg” on the farm 

Voelgesang which was part of the orginal farm De Rust.  

 A Horse Trail with owner Celia le Roux in the mountains near 

Doornkraal www.doornkraal.co.za/2doorn-equine 

http://www.doornkraal.co.za/2doorn-equine


 

 

 17h00 – Meet at the Meiringspoort Waterfall Parking Ar-

ea: The will be saxophone music and a talk on the history of 

the “poort” with a complimentary drink. Following this  go 

on to the Meijersrust Guest Farm at the entrance to 

Meiringspoort. There local long term residents of De Rust 

will be sharing stories of the early days of the Village and 

District as well as eco-friendly practices. This will be followed 

by a meal at a cost of R 150 which includes the 

Meiringspoort event. Please bring your own refreshments.    

 

Sunday 22 September   

The Festival will conclude with a 

Church Service at the NG Kerk in Le 

Roux Street at 10h00:  

There will be a gospel singer as well 

as a sermon directed at the fruits of 

the Bible including figs, grapes, 

pomegranates and wine.  

This service will be bi-lingual to enable a wide variety of attendees.  
 

Some Final Thoughts: The major aim of the De Rust & Meiringspoort 

Festival is to encourage a wider appreciation of using our environ-

mental resources more effectively, while at the same time enhancing 

the fantastic eco-tourism potential of the Village.  

 

In turn this will provide sustainable development and job opportuni-

ties for all residents on a wider basis than at present while giving visi-

tors the opportunities of participating in this varied eco-environment. 

Building sustainable communities is one of our major key objectives 

including the suburb of Blomnek where many unemployed reside.     

 



 

 

Future projects include cleaning up the De Rust Koppie and obtaining 

the assistance of Cape Nature and the Oudtshoorn Municipality in 

ensuring that this valuable resource is protected for future genera-

tions. At the same time we will ensure it is not lost to the wider De 

Rust community. It also includes the rehabilitation of the “Old Grave-

yard” on the Koppie as well as providing better information on the 

Village to a wider audience both locally as well as for international 

tourists.   

 

At the same time De Rust is becoming recognised as the central hub 

of the “Klein Karoo Heritage Trail” stretching from Uniondale in the 

East to Calitzdorp in the West.  All of these destinations are within an 

easy day trip from De Rust using the Village as a base. See our web-

site for more information on this latest new initiative.  

 

In addition to the above the September, 2019 

 Edition of Country Life Magazine has a cover 

story on De Rust which is well worth a read.  

Copies are available at your nearest bookshop, 

supermarket or from www.countrylife.co.za    

 

Our sincere thanks to all the De Rust folk who 

participated with Chris and Julie in the story.    

  

We appreciate the efforts on the De Rust community in making this 

event happen. For further advance information contact the main De 

Rust & Meiringspoort Festival 2019 organisers Willie Immelman on 

082 952 2001 and  wduikergans@yahoo.com or alternatively 

contact Callie Burger on 082 455 5487.  Tickets for the evening 

event at R 150 are available from either person.  

 

http://www.countrylife.co.za/
mailto:wduikergans@yahoo.com
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