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Our logo depicts a San Bushman – one of the earliest inhabitants of this part of the               

Klein Karoo and the Southern Cape with the stylized background showing the               

Swartberg  range, the Karoo Veldt and the Klein Karoo Sun  
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Geographic Area of Interest 

The geographic area of interest covers the historic Village of De Rust as 

indicated on the map of De Rust (attached). In addition it also covers the 

immediate De Rust District with a broad radius 15 km from De Rust including 

early farm structures in Vlakteplaas but excluding Dysselsdorp.    

 

It is important to note that Heritage Oudtshoorn Erfenis who are also a  

registered  heritage body with Heritage Western Cape (HM/CB/0815/22) also 

operate in the Greater Oudtshoorn area. This geographic split was previously 

agreed with Heritage Oudtshoorn Erfenis prior to the re-registration of the De 

Rust Heritage Conservation Association with HWC in August, 2018.   

 

Heritage Resources of Interest 

Our major focus is on the architectural heritage of the Eastern portion of the 

Klein Karoo with special emphasis on structures over 60 years of age as well as 

early farm structures which date back to the early days of De Rust & District 

including the adjacent farming communities.  The above includes old grave 

sites as well as open spaces and rock paintings used by the previous inhabitants 

of the area.  The old wagon routes used by the early “boer settlers” and 

farmers are also included in this category of interest.  

 

An Integrated Sustainable Approach to the Issue of Heritage 

We strongly believe in a fully integrated sustainable approach to the issue of 

“Heritage” in its broadest form including environmental sustainability and the 

preservation of natural resources for the whole community.    



In terms of the above the protection and preservation of unique environmental 

resources such as the “De Rust Koppie” has been identified by Cape Nature as 

a unique site for many plants that only occur in this very restricted geographic 

area and is included in the “Greater Cape Biosphere Reserve” including the 

Swartberg Mountain range.   

 

The De Rust Koppie has also been identified as a “Critical Biodiversity Area” of 

special significance to the Greater Oudtshoorn Municipality as part of their 

“Spatial Development Framework”.   In this regard the Municipality sponsored 

a special brochure on “A Guide to the De Rust Koppie” which is available on 

our De Rust Heritage website www.derustheritage.org.za   In regard to the 

above we await progress between the Oudtshoorn Municipality and Cape 

Nature in terms of re-zoning the De Rust Koppie as a Zone 3 – Protected Area.  

 

Some Conclusions on the Way Forward  

In considering progress in the period from August, 2018 to April, 2019 since the 

re-registration of the De Rust Heritage Conservation Association it has been 

possible to more precisely consider the full scope of both the geographic and 

related spread of our activities.    

 

Bearing the above in mind we are in many cases restricted in terms of the lack 

of adequate skills and resources available in all or a number of the bodies 

including the Oudtshoorn Municipality, Cape Nature and Heritage Western 

Cape in moving forward as rapidly as we believe is required.   

 

In terms of the above comments a more decentralised management approach 

is required by Heritage Western Cape in particular. The formation of the 

Southern Cape & Klein Karoo Regional Heritage Forum early in 2019 is we 

believe showing the way for other regions in the Western Cape to follow suit on 

initiatives of this type. We look forward to a developing partnership in the 

future with other regional structures as well as Heritage Western Cape.       

 

De Rust 

April, 2019     

http://www.derustheritage.org.za/
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Members of Executive Committee 

as @ 18 April, 2019  

 

Pieter Schoeman: Chair: One of the Founder Members in 2009 of the original 

De Rust Heritage Conservation Association.  

Education: University of Stellenbosch.  

Background: The Schoeman Fomily have owned the land where the Village of 

De Rust is now situated since the late 1800’s. They still own the adjoining 

farmland adjacent to the village – Vredelus Plaas and Voelgesang.   

Postal Address: P .O. Box 100, De Rust. 6650  

Tel: 044 241 2501   Mobile: 082 377 0547 e-mail: vredelus@gmail.com 

 

Alan Tonkin:  Convenor & CEO & Member Joint Heritage Permit Committee  

Education: University: MIT Sloan – PSE (Cambridge Mass. USA)  

Background: Director of Companies and long term Heritage supporter.  

Previous owner Paulinas Dal (Rickety Bridge Vineyards) in Franschhoek – first 

established in 1797 and celebrated it bi-centennial in 1997 – also designated a 

previous National Monument. Manor House fully restored in 1995/6. 

Heritage Certificate Programs conducted by Professor Matilda Burden – 

University of Stellenbosch - November 2017 and April, 2019  

Postal Address: P .O. Box 45, De Rust. 6650  

Mobile: 082 777 1519   e-mail: rickety@iafrica.com 

 

 

 

mailto:vredelus@gmail.com


Elizabeth Ann Meiring - Secretary/Treasurer: The local De Rust Estate Agent  

for Rawson Properties and a strong supporter of heritage. Thoroughly briefs all 

new property purchasers of the important role of heritage in the Village.   

Background: Grew up in De Rust - parents bought their house in 1965.    

Married to a descendant of Petrus Johannes Meiring who was the original 

owner of the farm De Rust in the late 1800’s.  

Attended the Heritage Certificate Program  with Prof Burden in April, 2019 

Postal Address: 1 - 2nd Avenue De Rust. 6651  

Mobile: 081 777 4185/082 564 1973 e-mail: ann.meiring@rawson.co.za 

 

Marnus Barnard: Member Joint Heritage Permit Committee/Building Control 

Education: University of Pretoria – B. Arch. 1987.  Professional Architect 

Background: Current owner MC Barnard Architects since 2013.  Previously 

worked in two of the best known architectural practices in Pretoria.  Has lived 

in heritage properties since 1990.  

Attended Heritage Certificate Program with Prof Burden - April 2019 

Postal Address: 31 Hoop Street, De Rust. 6651 

Mobile: 082 373 6373    e-mail: mcb1@telkomsa.net  

 

Julia le Roux:  Municipal Liaison: Speaker of the Oudtshoorn Council   

Education: University of Stellenbosch  

Background: Grew up in De Rust District (Domein Doornkraal) and attended 

school in the Village then on to University of Stellenbosch.  

Attended Heritage Certificate Program:  Prof Burden -  Nov. 2017.  

Postal Address: 52 St. Saviour Street, Oudtshoorn. 6625  

Mobile: 084 752 9574 e-mail: julialerouxkrowitz@gmail.com 

 

Callie Burger: Environmental and Future Trends including Technology 

Education: National Certificate in Electrical – N6 (Equivalent to B. Tech - Elect) 

Background: Interests include how to combine the interests of heritage with 

rapidly changing modern living standards and the use of technology.   

ID Number: 580519 5117 087  

Postal Address: 19 Third Avenue, De Rust. 6651  

Mobile: 082 455 5487    e-mail: caburger@worldonline.co.za  

 

mailto:ann.meiring@rawson.co.za
mailto:caburger@worldonline.co.za


 

Willie Immelman:  The Environmental Interface with Heritage 

Education: Potchefstroom University for Higher Education – Biokenetics (Hons) 

Background: Director - Aliwal Museums and  Anglo Boer War Guide 

ID Number: 550911 5075 082     

Postal Address: 13 Third Avenue, De Rust. 6651 

Mobile: 082 952 2001     e-mail:  wduikergans@yahoo.com  

 

 

De Rust Heritage Conservation Association 

Contact Details – Please ensure these are now added to HWC Website 

 

P. O. Box 45, De Rust. 6650   Mobile: 082 777 1519 

e-Mail: rickety@iafrica.com   Web: www.derustheritage.com   

 

Other HWC Requested Information: 

 

Minutes of AGM - April, 2019:  Attached and on also website 

List of Applications Considered to 31 March, 2019: See HOE Submission 

Extract of Minutes of Joint Heritage Permit Committee: See HOE Submission 

List of Appeals: NIL 

Extracts of Minutes of Appeals Meetings: n/a 

 

Note: De Rust Heritage and Heritage Oudtshoorn Erfenis plus Officials of the 

Oudtshoorn Municipality sit on the “Joint Heritage Permit Committee”.  

 

18 April, 2019    

 

 

 

 

mailto:wduikergans@yahoo.com
mailto:rickety@iafrica.com
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Joint Heritage Permit Committee 

Structure & Operations  

 

 

Introduction:  

The Joint Heritage Permit Committee for Greater Oudtshoorn was formed in 

September, 2018 as a result of the re-registration of De Rust Heritage in 

August, 2018.  Previously this committee comprised a number of members  

from Heritage Oudtshoorn Erfenis and the Oudtshoorn Municipality.     

 

Structure: 

Following the re-registration of De Rust Heritage with Heritage Western Cape 

it was decided that the Committee would be expanded to include additional 

members from both De Rust Heritage, Heritage Oudtshoorn Erfenis and the 

Oudtshoorn Municipality.  

 

In addition to expanding the membership it was also agreed that as far as 

possible the experience base of the Committee would be expanded by including 

additional technical expertise where possible. Currently the Committee is 

chaired by a qualified and experienced architect with another two architects 

represented on the body, one from Oudtshoorn and the other De Rust. 

 

Permanent members comprise three members from Heritage Oudtshoorn 

Erfenis, two from De Rust Heritage and two Officials from the Municipality, 

one from Building Control and the other being the Heritage Officer.   

 



Structure & Operations: 

The Joint Heritage Permit Committee (JHPC) regularly meets every two weeks 

where submissions are made to the Committee on all properties older than 60 

years as per the National Heritage Resources Act of 1999.     

 

Prior to meetings of the JHPC submissions are made to the Heritage Officer of 

the Oudtshoorn Municipality on the Friday prior to the Tuesday meeting.  An 

agenda is circulated to members on a Monday so there is adequate time for 

preparation prior to the meeting.   

 

In cases where a submission is faulty or lacking the required detail it is returned 

to the owner so that any gaps can be filled in prior to re-submission.  

 

Concise minutes are kept of the meetings and where plans are considered 

acceptable by the Committee a letter is issued to the applicant so they can then 

submit their plans to both the Municipality as well as applying for the requisite 

permit from Heritage Western Cape. This is the responsibility of the Applicant 

in conjunction with the architect/technician who prepared their plans. 

 

Letters of compliance from the JHPC are issued by either Heritage Oudtshoorn 

Erfenis in the case of Oudtshoorn or De Rust Heritage in the case of De Rust. 

 

Conclusion: 

The formation of the Joint Heritage Permit Committee has greatly assisted in 

smoothing the issuing of approvals for forward transmission to both the 

Oudtshoorn Municipality and Heritage Western Cape.  

 

In addition, the two heritage bodies are now receiving the required level of 

support from the Municipality in regard to inspections and the issuing of 

notices to delinquent owners. This has not always been the case and it is hoped 

that this excellent level of co-operation will continue into the future.     

 

 

De Rust 

18 April, 2019   
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Greater Oudtshoorn Heritage Survey & Inventory 

Ensuring Efficient Grading of Heritage Properties 

 

Tender for Heritage Survey & Inventory 

The tender for submission of applications for the Heritage Survey in the 

Greater Oudtshoorn Municipal area closed on Monday 25 March, 2019.  At 

this stage no announcement or communication has been issued by the 

Oudtshoorn Municipality in order for us to move forward. 

 

The original agreement was that De Rust would be selected as the site for the 

Pilot Survey due to its size and the capability of De Rust Heritage in assisting in 

managing the survey process in conjunction with the appointed consultants. 

We are insisting that the initial assessment cannot be handled on the basis of a 

“dashboard survey” as this will result in a flawed result and waste of funds. 

 

Identification of Heritage Overlay Zone and Advisory Committee 

Following completion of Phase 1 of the survey it should then be possible to 

identify the Heritage Overlay Zone for De Rust.  This will then necessitate the 

formation of a Heritage Zone Overlay Advisory Committee comprising 

members of De Rust Heritage and Officials from the Oudtshoorn Municipality. 

 

We look forward to significant progress in this area in 2019/20. 

 

De Rust 

18 April, 2019    
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Designated Heritage Properties Receiving Attention 

Action Taken During Reporting Period 2018/19 

 

Introduction: Prior to the re-registration of the De Rust Heritage Conservation 

Association there had been an extensive period where alterations and additions 

had been carried out without the required permission.   

 

This situation was further exacerbated in the past by the Building Control 

Department in the Oudtshoorn Municipality being understaffed and there was 

no dedicated Building Inspector for the Village.  This situation has now been 

rectified since the start of 2019 and significant progress is now being made.  

 

Properties Identified for Attention & Action Taken 

 Erf 32 Schoeman Street: Previously a problem property in a very poor 

state of repair and with large amounts of rates and taxes owing to the 

Oudtshoorn Municipality. Has recently been sold and the new owners are 

currently having plans drawn for renovations and possible extensions. 

 Erf 229 Le Roux Street: Property has recently been renovated and plans 

have been submitted to both the Oudtshoorn Municipality and HWC in 

respect of obtaining the required Permit. 

 Erf 160 Le Roux Street: An old “nagmaal huisie” in very poor condition. 

Recently sold and the new owner is having the necessary plans prepared 

for submission to the Municipality and Heritage Western Cape. 

 Erf 128 – 5 Third Avenue: Alterations are in the process of being carried 

out to the building attached to the heritage property. The owner is 

having plans prepared for submission to the Joint Heritage Committee.    



 Erf 122 Schoeman Street: This owner has carried illegal building work 

over a long period and has been issued a “Stop Notice” by the Municipal 

Building Inspector.  Has now promised to have plans prepared for 

submission to the JHPC in order to rectify the situation.  

 Erf 586 Hoop Street: Plans were presented to the Joint Heritage Permit 

Committee which were considered not to meet the requirements set out 

by Heritage Western Cape. Based on this the plans were rejected and to 

date these have not been resubmitted for consideration. 

 Erf 606 Hoop Street: Old plans were originally approved by the 

Oudtshoorn Municipality for renovations and additions on the heritage 

property situated at this address.  However, in terms of the requirements 

of Heritage Western Cape De Rust Heritage considered that the 

construction is illegal and action is currently in place to resolve this issue. 

In addition, illegal building work has been carried out on the heritage 

structure situated at the back of the stand and further action is in 

process with the Municipal Building Inspector and current owner to 

rectify the situation. 

 Erf 178 Hoop Street: Work has been carried out on this property which 

required approved plans prior to construction.  The owner has been 

informed that plans are required for submission to the Joint Heritage 

Permit Committee for onward submission to the Municipality and HWC 

before work can continue.  

 Erf 176 Hoop Street: Alterations and additions were conducted without 

the necessary Permit being applied for.  This is however, a deceased 

estate and the current resident is aware of this fact and what is required 

to rectify the situation. 

 Erf 185 Hoop Street: Alterations were carried out on this property but 

the current owner is aware of this and has already submitted plans to 

the JHPC which has approved these as well as the Oudtshoorn 

Municipality and Heritage Western Cape to regularise the situation.     

 Erf 128 Schoeman Street: The owner of this  property was informed that 

approved plans and the required permit was necessary prior to any 

building operation being undertaken.  This was ignored but the owner 

has now agreed to submit plans in order to obtain the required permit 

from Heritage Western Cape and the Oudtshoorn Municipality. 



 Erven 201, 202, 203 & 204 Le Roux Street: The NG Kerk in Le Roux Street 

was previously designated a National Monument. We believe that its 

current status is that of a Provincial Heritage Site. This status also 

includes the Old Church Hall on the main site and the Pastorie which is 

opposite on Erf 79. For security reasons a palisade fence was erected 

around three sides of the NG Kerk and Old Hall and the Church Council 

were keen to complete the fencing on the front streetscape of the Kerk. 

Following discussions with De Rust Heritage plans have been prepared 

and submitted to all of the Joint Heritage Permit Committee, the 

Oudtshoorn Municipality and Heritage Western Cape in order to obtain  

the required Permit approval from Heritage Western Cape.   
 

Summary of Current Position: 

The above properties are those that are either in process with De Rust Heritage 

or have been approved at the Joint Heritage Committee and sent on for final 

approval to both the Oudtshoorn Municipality and Heritage Western Cape. 

 

The current situation shows what can be achieved with registered Heritage 

bodies and the Municipality working closely together in order to achieve set 

objectives in terms of heritage protection.  At the same time without the effort 

and commitment of volunteers from registered heritage bodies it is impossible 

for the Municipality to adequately monitor and manage any community 

whether large like Oudtshoorn or smaller such as De Rust.     

 

In conclusion it is fair to say that after many years of neglect by the previous 

administration at the Oudtshoorn Municipality and following the re-

registration of the De Rust Heritage Conservation Association in August, 2018 

we are now on the road to restoring De Rust to regain its former glory as one of 

the original jewels of the Klein Karoo.  See also Red Notices and Other Notices 

on our website www.derustheritage.com  for additional information. 

 

 

De Rust 

18 April, 2019     

http://www.derustheritage.com/
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Minutes of the General Meeting  

Held at the Old NG Church Hall, De Rust on Wednesday 17 April, 2019 

 

Welcome: The Chair - Pieter Schoeman welcomed all those present 

 

Attendance: Attendance - 19 members present plus Apologies – 4    

   

Annual Report Back: Alan Tonkin presented the Annual Report for 2018/19  

for the period August, 2018 to April, 2019 (PowerPoint Presentation attached) 

 

Discussion on Points Arising from Annual Report: There was discussion around 

the items arising including discussion on the following: 

 Major Achievements 2018/19 

 Planned Heritage Survey 2019/20 

 

Other Issues of Importance: There was discussion around the procedures for 

submissions to the Joint Heritage Permit Committee – Marnus Barnard  

 

Membership Fees 2019/20:  Accepted as presented  

 

Closure: There being no further issues the meeting closed shortly after 19h30 

 

 

De Rust  

18 April, 2019  
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Some Notes on Report Format 

The attached Annual Report should be read in conjunction with the De Rust 

Heritage website www.derustheritage.org.za  which contains extensive 

details on the activities of the De Rust Heritage Conservation Association.  

 

Please also note key link pages on the website are as follows: 

 

 Heritage Western Cape – full HWC report available for 2018/19 

 Meeting Information including Minutes of General Meetings 

 Southern Cape & Klein Karoo Heritage Forum - News and other details 

 Heritage Newsletters including recent Heritage Forum visit to De Rust  

 

In addition to the above sections there is extensive information on our 

various activities as well as historical facts from over the years.   

 

Important Note: It would be encouraging if Heritage Western Cape were able 

to exercise a similar approach to heritage as that embraced by De Rust 

Heritage and the Southern Cape & Klein Karoo Heritage Forum. There is no 

excuse for the lack of professionalism experienced by many of the registered 

heritage bodies in the Southern Cape & Klein Karoo Region from HWC.  This 

needs to be resolved as in terms of the above we can currently do a far better 

job on our own and there is no real incentive to register with HWC. 

 

De Rust 

April, 2019  

http://www.derustheritage.org.za/
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Map of De Rust Showing Main Conservation Area 

 
Geographic Area of Interest 

The geographic area of interest covers the historic Village of De Rust as 

indicated on the map of De Rust above. In addition it also covers the immediate 

De Rust District with a broad radius 15 km from De Rust including early farm 

structures in Vlakteplaas but excluding Dysselsdorp.    

 

De Rust 

April, 2019  
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Formation of Southern Cape/Klein Karoo Heritage Forum  

 

Following a meeting of the registered heritage bodies in the Southern Cape and 

Klein Karoo region held in Oudtshoorn on 17 January, 2019 it was agreed to 

form a strong regional forum to represent the area as a whole. Bodies 

participating included the Simon van der Stel Foundation, Heritage 

Oudtshoorn Erfenis, Prince Albert Cultural Foundation and De Rust Heritage. 

 

There is a broad general agreement and dissatisfaction with the role played by 

Heritage Western Cape regarding the Southern Cape and Klein Karoo region.  

The belief is that Heritage Western Cape is only really focussed on Cape Town, 

the Stellenbosch Winelands,  Boland and the adjoining areas. In addition, there 

is little meaningful communication from HWC with the rural areas of the 

Western Cape particularly those that lie over the Hottentots Hollands 

Mountains. HOE officials in Cape Town only seem to favour visiting the outlying 

areas on a random basis, often at only 24 hours notice as was the recent case 

in December, 2018 which is totally unacceptable.   

 

We believe that regional visits should be planned well in advance by the CEO of 

Heritage Western Cape so that full representation of all the registered heritage 

bodies in the region can be present and communicate their issues for detailed 

discussion. Further information in this regard can be found on our website 

www.derustheritage.org.za under the tab Southern Cape Heritage Forum.    

 

De Rust 

April, 2019     

http://www.derustheritage.org.za/
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Inventing the Organizations of the 21st Century 

 

 
 

“The pace of technological and social change in our society is greater than 

ever, creating an environment of unprecedented uncertainty that offers a 

host of new opportunities as well as challenges. Organizations of all kinds 

need new ways to operate and plan effectively in a world where the future is 

so rapidly evolving in such unpredictable ways.”  

 

Charles M Vest 

President: Massachusetts Institute of Technology  


