
De Rust – Historical Past & Innovative Future 

  

The Village of De Rust situated at the Eastern end of the Klein Karoo captures both 
the historical aura of the San and Khoi as well as the challenges of a small village in 
a developing economy in the 21st Century. The area was originally inhibited by the 
San and Khoi prior to the movement of settlers into the area in the early 1800’s and 
was a natural stopover for travelers between the Klein and Great Karoo with its safe 
shelter under the Swartberg Mountains and the perennial water supply in the 
Meiringspoort area. 

During the early part of the 19th Century farmers from the Southern and Western 
Cape began to move into the area and over time a small farming community was 
established in the De Rust area. During this period one of the farmers a Petrus 
Johannes Meiring discovered a way through the cleft linking the Klein and Great 
Karoo.  Prominent farming families going back as far as six generations include the 
Schoeman’s, Le Roux’s, Delport’s and Meiring’s.   

During the Boer War the English established a camp at Vlakteplaas as the railway had 
reached the De Rust District.  During this period Denys Reitz crossed the Swartberg 
from Klaarstroom to the Southern side near De Rust to join General Smut’s forces.        

In 1898 Schoeman and Le Roux bought the original farm De Rust from the Meiring and 
Bekker family and in the same year the Village of De Rust was formally established 
with an initial 100 erven.  This has grown to just over 300 erven over the last 120 
years.  

Soon after the establishment of the Village the construction of the Dutch Reformed 
Church started and was completed in 1902. The opening ceremony was attended by 
over one thousand people who camped on the church grounds from the Thursday to 
the Sunday. The parsonage was completed in 1903 and was built without foundations 
as the community at the time were relatively poor.  

In 1918 during the Spanish Flu epidemic an Orphanage was built behind the church 
for the children whose parents had died. It was unfortunately demolished in the 



1970’s as it would have added to the large variety of heritage buildings to be found 
in the Village.  

   

A church was also built at “Ou Lokasie” at the North end of the Village at around this 
time which is where many of the families of the farming labor lived. However, in the 
1980’s the adjoining village of Blomnek was set out with permanent structures with 
the Schoeman family provided the land required to the De Rust Village Council in 
exchange for the Ou Lokasie site.   

The Village Council of De Rust was formally incorporated into the Greater 
Oudtshoorn Municipality in 1990’s  when the Government consolidated many of the 
smaller village councils into larger municipalities.  In recent years since the DA took 
over in Oudtshoorn this has worked well for De Rust with an excellent level of 
municipal services including a new pipeline linked to the Klein Karoo water scheme 
as well as our own fresh water supply from the Swartberg.  

De Rust is still very reliant on two major activities one still being agriculture 
including vegetable seed, ostriches as well as being a renowned sweet wine region.  
In addition, eco-tourism is another major employer and the Village has a wide variety 
of accommodation ranging from upmarket to backpackers and the full range in 
between. De Rust is also well served by the recently upgraded N12 National Road 
between De Rust and Oudtshoorn leading to the Garden Route.    

Eco-tourism promotes significant employment opportunities for local communities 
such as De Rust while at the same time upskilling those in the industry.  
Unfortunately, the Covid-19 outbreak has significantly halted tourism for most of 
2020 but with the progressive opening up of the economy it is anticipated an 
improvement should be seen over the next six to twelve months.    

There will be regular monthly articles in the “Friend” where various aspects of 
interest in the wider district will be reported on.  This is part of the Klein Karoo 
Heritage Eco-Trail initiative including De Rust, Prince Albert, Oudtshoorn and 
Calitzdorp (see www.derustheritage.org.za).  
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