
Don Jones

2019 saw a group of artists, crafts people and enthusiasts meeting to revive arts and culture in De 
Rust. Out of this De Rust Kreatief Collectif emerged. The primary intention was to provide 
opportunities for creative people to display and sell their works regularly, which led to a 
successful exhibition last year. But the group’s interest extended beyond this to the performing 
arts, and readings of short stories were given at a supper venue, and a Concert in the Park was 
held. 

Then, in the inauspicious 2020, Kreatief set up a home on the main street, the ArtBeat Centre. 
Here artists and crafters can display and sell their work. Our new exhibition took place just before 
Lockdown closed all venues. The performances we had planned had to be shelved, with everyone 
restricted to their homes. But the spirit to succeed was strong, and quickly our WhatsApp group 
posted pictures of their new artwork done during Lockdown, and Radio Lockdown started up.  

Music performances were aired, as well as readings of humorous pieces, such as Spike Milligan’s 
story of The Bald Twit Lion, and Roald Dahl’s Revolting Rhymes and short stories. All were 
aimed at celebrating the performing arts and providing laughter during these dark days. 

When Lockdown permitted, ArtBeat became a shop, in accordance with regulations. Home-made 
foodstuff and knitwear found a place amongst the returning art and craft work. We have a large 
group of artists and craftspeople, producing paintings, ceramics, photography and leaded glass. 
Quality is good, with new items appearing regularly. It even includes a stained glass 3-
dimensional lamp of a Phoenix emerging from the flames of its predecessor, a tribute to renewal 
in spite of adversity.  

Visitors have certainly been fewer, although a number of sales have occurred, bringing earnings 
to artists. But we now have occasional performances starting up, such as poetry readings and 
special events, such as Women’s Day. Residents are able, within reason, to meet at the ArtBeat 
Centre, to enjoy displays and performances, enjoying each other’s company. 

Opening up from Lockdown has been and still is a slow, difficult process. Visitors are now 
arriving to view De Rust’s quaint, historic buildings nestled beneath the Swartberg Mountains 
and foothills. We need a lot more, but it’s a start. ArtBeat is on the eastern end of De Rust, on the 
right-hand side coming from Oudtshoorn. We are open on weekdays from 11am to 3pm, and 
10am to 2pm on Saturdays and Sundays. Our Centre is homely and welcoming, and most of the 
works on display are from De Rustians. 

Contact Details: Don Jones 082 325 6671 
_____________________ 

Visit the ArtBeat Centre facebook page for more:  
https://www.facebook.com/ArtBeat-102007844858526/ 


